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Dear Woodworker/Founder's Circle Member: 

It’s difficult to believe we are announcing the thirteenth 
annual edition of our popular Commemorative Tool 
series... where does the time go? 

Prior to founding Bridge City Tool Works in 1983 ,1 made 
my living designing and crafting limited-edition furniture 
pieces. This wonderful experience forever shaped my 
psyche, and either consciously or unconsciously, those 


set of chain-store bench chisels that were given to me by a 
relative whose heart was in the right place. 

These first chisels had a rough life—their maiden 
sharpening turned their edges blue, they had a despicable 
stubby look which explained their dysfunctional short 
working length, and they resided in a nauseous-smelling 
vinyl home. As my skills and needs changed, these chisels 
underwent radical identity surgery and became the most 


We are pleased to introduce to you Commemorative Tool 13, 

EIGHT SPECIALTY CHISELS THAT NO SERIOUS WOODWORKER SHOULD BE WITHOUT. 


years in the shop have become an omnipresent and 
welcome voice that guides the design of all of our tools. 

Although my furniture-making days are long over (due to 
an undisciplined relationship with my dust mask), I still have 
my chisels: an eight-piece mortising set, a wonderful set of 
Japanese chisels, and my very first chisels—an inexpensive 


used edge tools in my shop (I threw the vinyl pouch away). 
Looking back, it is ironic how this experience served as 
inspiration for what lies before you in this special offer. 
We are pleased to introduce to you Commemorative Tool 
13, my eight favorite chisels that no serious woodworker 
should be without. 


THE DOVETAIL CHISELS 

No joint inspires more awe and appreciation than the time- 
honored hand-cut dovetail. Two factors determine the size, 
number and spacing of the pins and sockets: the strength 
requirements of the piece and the scale. (Aesthetically, as the scale of 
your piece changes, so must the geometry of the joint.) Consequently, 
dovetail chisels in several widths are needed to create an array of 
socket sizes. (Iprefer the terms “pins” and 
“sockets” because with many router-made 
dovetail joints, the pins and “tails” are 
confusingly identical in size.) 



resulting in one very ugly and very amateurish-looking joint. The 
CT-13 8pc Chisel Set features three remarkable dovetail chisels 
in widths of W, Vs", and V2". The side clearances of all three will 
allow you to craft dovetails in either hard or soft woods efficiently 
and accurately. 

THE LEFT- AND RIGHT-HANDED SKEW CHISELS 

Where dovetail chisels shine for socket work, our left- and right- 
handed skew chisels make short order of the clean-up work 
needed for achieving perfect pins. Skew chisels work so much 
more efficiently than straight chisels for this purpose; it 
is hard to imagine working without them. Because 
a dovetail pin always transitions to an end grain 
surface, the ability to make shearing cuts is 
very important for professional results. 

With many boxes and particularly 
with small cases, a skew chisel 
may be the only tool that 
will clean the pin 
corners. Skew 


Dovetail chisels 
are mandatory for 
socket work because the 
cross section of the chisel allows 
“for a clean and crisp transition between 
the socket bottom and sides. Bench chisels cannot 
possibly work for such a purpose because the side of 
the chisel will burrow into the dovetail faces of the socket- 


chisels also 
have a myriad 
of other practical 
functions. In many instances 
they can substitute for marking 
knives. Perhaps best of all, I have yet to 
meet a joint corner where a skew was not the 
perfect tool to clip rogue fibers or slice excess glue 


V2 11 Left 


V2 11 Right 
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away. Once you own a set of skew chisels you will immediately 
recognize their importance—and they will likely become your 
most used chisels. 


THE W CRANK-NECK CHISEL 



I purchased my first crank-neck chisel several years after I 
became a full-time professional furniture maker and recall 

feeling foolish for initially deferring the purchase. A 
crank-neck chisel is a “two-handed” chisel; one 
hand works the handle and the other presses 
down on the blade. Similar to a bull-nose 
plane in function, a crank-neck chisel 
much more aggressive attack angle 
degrees). A crank-neck chisel is 
choice for many joint 
particularly 


features a 
(typically 30 
also a superb 
clean-up tasks, 
with the intersection of a 
drawer bottom and sides. 

I also frequently used my crank-neck chisel for light paring 
tasks where a small plane was often too risky. 


THE CRANK-NECK SKEW CHISELS 



When you add a crank-neck to a skew chisel a fantastic new 
tool is born. Like all crank-neck chisels, these two chisels are 
also “two-handed” tools. One hand works the handle and the 
other provides downward pressure on the chisel body. This 
combination not only allows you to see what you are cutting 
(unlike a plane), but also maximizes the guidance of the sharp 
edge for precise shearing cuts. Because the cut is skewed, the 
attack angle is actually lower than the thirty degree cutting 
edge, which decreases cutting resistance and is the main reason 
why skew chisels always seem to work with less effort. It is likely 
you have never used a crank-neck skew chisel, but I 

assure you these two chisels will surprise 

you in how quickly they become 
indispensable. The ability 
to make shearing cuts (as 
opposed to chopping 
cuts) is a significant 

__ _ benefit when 

dealing 
with end 

grain. Of all eight 
chisels in this special 
offer, I believe after one use you 
will declare our two new crank-neck 
chisels to be your favorites and I would be shocked if you 
allowed your neighbor to borrow them. 


V2 11 Right 


V2 11 Left 


SHARPENING 

None of these chisels is difficult to sharpen utilizing tradition¬ 
al techniques. For most users, we do recommend the aid of a 
sharpening guide; the results are controllable and predictable. 


THE MATERIALS 

Each CT-13 8pc Chisel Set is crafted from A2 tool steel and 
hardened to Rockwell 60-62 (the skew chisels are hardened 
to Rockwell 58 ). The handles are turned from rosewood 
(cocobolo) and the ferrules are machined from solid brass. 

Each chisel feels and works superbly in your hands and is 
equally trustworthy when persuaded by a mallet (see page 5). 
Each limited-edition CT-13 8pc Chisel Set will arrive 
nested in a liner that helps protect your investment from 
inadvertent damage. 

SUMMARY 

There are many good multi-purpose chisels available today. 

The CT-13 8pc Chisel Set is a beautiful and logical choice 
for all the tasks where your other chisels are inadequate. Hand 
work, in my opinion, is the most rewarding aspect of being a 
woodworker, and this set of specialty chisels will definitely make 
your woodworking experience richer. They are a joy visually 
and will quickly prove themselves indispensable. 

Over the years, all of our Commemorative Tools have proven 
to be exceptional tools and the CT-13 8pc Chisel Set is a 
welcome addition to the family. From the first moment you 
hold one of these chisels in your hand, you will sense that these 
tools deserve a special place in your shop as their inspiration 
is contagious. For our tool makers, these limited-edition 
Commemorative Tools represent the culmination of years of 
refining and redefining the manufacturing and design details 
that elevate these tools above mass-produced mediocrity. 

Thank you for taking the time to read about the new and 
exciting CT-13 8pc Chisel Set. We do not believe there 
is a finer set of specialty chisels available today. As with all 
Commemorative Tools, we only make them once, and they 
always sell out. So don’t delay, order yours today! 

Lastly, and as always, thank you for your past and continued 
patronage. Your support continues to allow us to explore the 
world of possibilities in hand tool design. 



John Economaki 
President 


OUR OFFER 

Our 2005 limited-edition Commemorative Tool, the CT-13 
8pc Chisel Set, is offered exclusively to Founder’s Circle 
Members for the introductory price of $649. The larger 
chisels have our special Commemorative Tool logo and are 
signed by the designer, John Economaki. This is your only 
opportunity to order these beautiful limited-edition, hand¬ 
crafted precision instruments. 
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To reserve your 2005 CT-13 Our newDB -1 Dead Blow Mallet was 

, designed to complement the 8 pc Chisel Set. 

8pc Chisel Set, you may choose 1101 _ 187 $10 g.g 5(Founders$95 . 00) 

from two payment options: the 

NO INTEREST, EASY PAY plan of $108.16 

for six (6) months (credit card orders only), or 

our traditional 50% at the time of order, 50% 

when the item ships (S&H of $14.95 is added to 

the first payment, with either option). These tools 

are scheduled to be completed in May 2006. We 

must receive your order with the choice of payment 

option no later than March 27th, 2006 to receive this 

introductory price. The CT-13 8pc Chisel Set price 

increases to $749 after March 27th, 2006. (For those new 

to the Founder's Circle , ordering a Commemorative Tool is 

slightly different. Unlike many of our other tools that are in a 

revolving production cycle, Commemorative Tools are produced 

only once.) If your method of payment is by check, please 

send two checks (each in the amount of 50% of the total, 

with the $14.95 S&H added to one check) with your order. 

We will deposit one and hold the other until your order ships. 

AUTOMATIC ORDER CUSTOMERS 

Founder’s Circle members on our automatic order system will 
receive the CT-13 8pc Chisel Set unless our files indicate 
otherwise. All auto-order customers will be billed utilizing 
the traditional 50% plus 50% payment option. Please call us 
(1-800-253-3332) if you wish to change your payment option 
for this tool. Automatic order customers receive an additional 2 % 
discount off of this Commemorative Tool offer. 



AVAILABILITY 

Available exclusively to Founder’s Circle Members, the 
CT-13 8pc Chisel Set is an extraordinary addition to our 
Commemorative Tool family and an excellent gift idea for that 
special woodworker, friend or business associate. Production 
will begin in February with delivery scheduled for May 2006 
(please see “A Final Word” below). 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEE 

The CT-13 8pc Chisel Set is guaranteed against defects in 
material and workmanship. If, for any reason, you are not 
100% satisfied with your purchase, simply return the item 
WITHIN 90 DAYS after receipt for a merchandise exchange 
or full refund. Tools returned 90 days after delivery are 
processed under our Retum/Repair Policy which is posted 
on our website: www.bridgecitytools.com. 

A FINAL WORD... 

Every year we receive numerous requests from Founder’s 
Circle members and other customers who want to 
purchase previous Commemorative Tools. The answer 
is always the same: WE ONLY MAKE THEM ONCE. 
If you are not sure you want this tool, order it NOW; you can 
always cancel your order prior to shipping, or return it within 
90 days for a full refund. Automatic Order customers receive 
their tools first; the remaining orders are shipped on a first-in, 
first-out basis. 


- ^ ^ f PLEASE notify me of your 

yf S' E-MAIL ONLY SPECIAL SALES! 1 E-MAIL (PLEASE PR,NT LEG,ELY) 1 

V Bridge City Tool Works is a proponent of e-mail privacy and we pledge NEVER to rent, sell or loan your confidential e-mail address. 

ORDERED BY: SHIP TO: Leave blank if same as “ORDERED BY” address. 

NAME 

NAME 

COMPANY 

COMPANY 

ADDRESS 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

CITY STATE ZIP 

DAY PHONE 

DAY PHONE 

ITEM DESCRIPTION SrtS QTY bilung TOTAL PRICE 

BRIDGE CITY FOUNDER’S CIRCLE MEMBERSHIP. 

CIRCLE ONE: $45 FOUNDER’S CIRCLE / $75 FOUNDER’S CIRCLE PLUS ! . nn/TF - nrd <tviK nn/ 7 K nrJ 

(The CT-13 is offered exclusively to FC Members. Founder’s Circle Plus Members receive i Mo.UU/ /b.UU ; $4b.UU/ /b.UU ; 1 

a 10% discount on all Commemorative Tools.) : 


1300 |CL13 8-PC CHISEL SET $649.00 [ $749.00 


1300-187 CT-13 8-PC CHISEL SET AND DB-1 DEAD-BLOW MALLET j $744.00 [ $844.00 ! 



METHOD OF PAYMENT 

□ CHECK/MONEY ORDER (Payable to: Bridge City Tool Works) 

□ VISA □ AMERICAN EXPRESS □ DISCOVER □ MASTERCARD 

CARD NUMBER 


Please do not mail cash. Sorry, no COD’S. 


SHIPPING & HANDLING 

International orders are charged at cost 

By using your own envelope to help 
eliminate waste, you may deduct 
$1.00 from your mail-in order! 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 


$ 14.95 


-$ 1.00 
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Joe Felzman is arguably one of the finest product 
photographers in America and I am proud to share 
that around 1976 (neither one of us can remember 
the precise year...), I became his first commercial 
customer. 

At the time, I was an aspiring furniture designer/ 
maker and periodically, with the help of nails and bed 
sheets, I converted my garage into a “photo studio” 
to shoot my work. I then used a rental darkroom to 
produce black and white prints for my portfolio. Joe, a 
recent graduate of the Brooks Institute of Photography, 
was the paid darkroom assistant. 

One evening, while impatiently rocking a tub of 
Dektol under the eerie glow of darkroom lights, I 
overheard a customer yell that the radio was too 
loud. Another customer barked back, “Lady, there 
are plenty of other places to make your prints.. 

I have often wondered if darkroom fumes were 
healthy—it did not take me long to find out... 

The only available print dryer was ice cold. Joe 
noticed I was wiggling the limp power cord and 
just as the indicator lamp illuminated, he began to 
peruse my wet prints. “Are you a woodworker?” he 
asked. I replied “yes” and he blurted, “It's kind of 
hard to tell with these crappy* pictures.” (For literal accuracy, substitute 
the “s” word that rhymes with “kitty. ”) 

Struggling with the truthful assessment of my photography skills, and 
painfully aware that I was alone with a charm school dropout, I asked 
Joe if he could “do better.” 

That was my last night in a darkroom. 

Fifty dollars later, I owned the print that launched Joe Felzman’s career as a 
professional product photographer. Ultimately, that image (of a nutcracker) 
resulted in the piece being exhibited and purchased by the Smithsonian’s 


Renwick Gallery. We were both in our mid-twenties. 

Thirty years later, we are still having fun with each 
other’s work. With the exception of grey hair and 
no hair, range of motion constrictions, thirty extra 
“character” pounds and an inability to read without 
glasses, we both feel like we have not aged a day.... 
over fifty-four. 

Over the decades Joe has used frogs, a tarantula 
(it had an annoyingly active bladder), upside-down 
frying pans, and other assorted props to create award¬ 
winning images of our tools that are deliberately out 
of context with their working environment. (We both 
agreed early on that if one could not imagine our tools 
in his/her shop by utilizing creative imagery.. .why 
bother?) The Bridge City Tool Works catalog was the 
first catalog shot by Joe Felzman and he now shoots 
for catalog companies and manufacturers nationwide. 

That said, some things never change. Ten or so years 
ago, we were late paying an invoice. Joe informed me 
that it was time to “fish or cut bait.” I still think he 
wants me to go fishing with him. 

Each photo shoot “we” do ends the same way. I get 
asked to leave so he can “do his thing.” His most 
recent “thing” was acknowledging that the backdrop 
of the cover photograph in your hands is his dirty chair mat. 

Someone once told me there is a world of difference between tact and 
brutal honesty—the latter, of course, being the shortest distance between 
two points... particularly if you love excellent photography! In many ways, 
you and all of our customers have made a significant contribution to the 
success of Joe Felzman. 

We both thank you. 

To see more of Joe Felzman’s award-winning photography please visit 

www.felzman.com. 

©2006 Fine Tools, LLC, All Rights Reserved 



Anatomy of a 
Photo Shoot 


by John Economaki 
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